In the molecule of the title compound, C 19 H 20 N 4 O 4 , the rings are almost coplanar, forming a dihedral angle of 0.76 (3) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
It is well known for many years that dyes have been most widely used in fields such as dyeing textile fibers, biomedical studies, advanced applications in organic synthesis and high technology areas like lasers, liquid crystalline displays, electrooptical devices and ink-jet printers (Peters & Freeman, 1991; Gregory 1991; Gur et al., 2007) . Azo colorants are the most versatile class of dyes (Venkataraman 1970) . They can also be used as indicators in chemical laboratories and as stains in the biological field (Srinivasa et al., 2003) . We report herein the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In the molecule of the title compound, (I), (Fig. 1 ) the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Lacroix et al., 2000; Gunnlaugsson et al., 2001) . Rings A (C1-C6) and B (C7-C12) are, of course, planar and the dihedral angle between them is 0.76 (3)°, so they are also almost coplanar. The atoms N1, N2, N3, N4, O1 and O2 are at the distances of −0.124 (2) Å, 0.070 (3) Å, −0.016 (2) Å, 0.162 (3) Å, −0.066 (3) Å and −0.255 (2) Å, respectively, to the best plane of the coplanar rings.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds link the molecules, in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, (I), to a magnetically stirred solution of 4-nitro-4'-[N-ethyl-N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-amino]azobenzene (2.48 mmol) in THF (20 ml), was added dropwise acryloyl chloride (2.48 mmol) in dry nitrogen atmosphere. After 2 h, the mixture was filtered and the desired product was precipitated out by adding water. The solid filtered and washed several times with water, and then dried. The orange precipitated product was recrystallized from ethyl alcohol.
After 72 h, orange plate crystals of (I) were isolated (yield; 52.0%, m.p. 397-398 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H, respectively, (the two H atoms of atom C19 with C-H = 0.93 Å) and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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